
               
                 

              
      

              
                
             

                  
          

            
             

  

           
              

           

      

              
                   

               
     

            
                  

           
   

                 
             

            

             

AP Literature and Composition
	
Summer Reading 2022
	

Ms. Gavin
	

Hello, ’23ers. Do you love reading, discussions, and intensive writing? Are you looking forward to 
being challenged in these areas? Are you a student who doesn’t cut corners and has time in your 
schedule for deep reading and concentration? If so, welcome! Below are details about your summer 
reading assignment, the prerequisite for AP Lit. 

1.	 Read the novel Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro. This dystopian novel is, at its heart, about 
what it means to be human. Speculative fiction isn’t just about the future; it represents a distorted 
vision of our present world. Klara and the Sun is an unusual, insightful, and profound novel. You’ll 
take a summer reading test during the first week of school. You may take notes if you wish, but 
review the book before test day so your memory is fresh. 

2.	 Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster. *Revised 2nd edition, as the 
first edition is significantly different. THE AUDIOBOOK IS A DELIGHT! For each chapter, type 
up the following: 

a.		 A few sentences about that chapter’s major takeaway and method of analysis 
b.		 Your own examples (novels, short stories, plays, films only if you’re really stuck) that apply 

to that chapter’s strategies, with a couple of sentences explaining the connection 

Please use formal writing, no first person. 

Due to turnitin.com BY THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS . Minus ten percent for every day late. The 
summer reading is a major part of your first quarter grade, and I will not accept it after one week. 
You may use your assignment on the summer reading test the first week of school. Turnitin 
information will come before school starts. 

All work must be 100% your own–no splitting up the work or collaborating. Any assignment 
with any plagiarized or copied work (even if you change the words around) will result in a zero for 
all parties, administrative write-up, in-school suspension, and a National Honors Society hearing 
determining your member status. 

There are a lot of literary allusions in this book. You don’t have to memorize the examples, just 
follow them to fully understand Foster’s reading strategy. I can’t recommend the audiobook enough. 

3.	 Go to AP Central and familiarize yourself with the AP Lit exam contents and format. 

Several of you may have copies of Dear Students, but this is not a required read. 

http:turnitin.com


               
             

                  
             
           

          
             

              
               
          
                 

      

               
                   

                
                

                 
       

              
                 

                

This course requires you to read closely, as opposed to skimming or using online summaries. The 
workload will ebb, flow, and require solid time management. Unlike analyzing rhetoric, you will not 
address the reader’s experience or how the writer grabs the reader’s attention. In Lit, it is a given that 
writers want to engage/intrigue/entertain their readers. Instead, we analyze a device’s effect on the 
passage as a whole and link the device to the author’s worldview.* 

By engaging with great literature — well-written, culturally influential, timeless, layered, 
thought-provoking -– you partake in timeless, intertextual conversations that have been going on ever 
since humans climbed out of the primordial goo and learned to speak. Considering opposing viewpoints 
and respecting others, even while disagreeing, is the key to an intellectually vibrant atmosphere. If you’d 
like, find me on goodreads! Username: gavinsmellsbooks When it comes to literature, true thinking 
begins with listening closely to what an author wishes to convey, not what you want it to mean or what I 
(or anyone else) stretches it to mean. 

“The real community of man…is the community of those who seek the truth, of the potential 
knowers…of all men to the extent they desire to know. But in fact, this includes only a few, the true 
friends, as Plato was to Aristotle at the very moment they were disagreeing about the nature of 
the good. They were absolutely one soul as they looked at the problem. This, according to Plato, 
is the only real friendship, the only real common good. It is here that the contact people so 
desperately seek is to be found.” ~Allen Bloom 

We will explore how authors use language to answer soul-searching questions. In our “community of 
those who seek the truth,” there’s no fluffing or bluffing. As X-Files tells us, THE TRUTH IS OUT 
THERE. Let’s search for it! We have so many great books to read. Have a great summer. 

*Just a note about the Lit approach. You will pose questions such as, how does Shelley’s metafictional structure 
convey her insights about the powers and dangers of language, of storytelling itself? 

The literary critic Christopher Clausen has written that all of literature answers, either directly or indirectly, two 
questions: What kind of world is this? And, how should we live in it? Keep in mind that fictional literature is not 
urging you to take action or preaching trite morals (“Don’t judge,” “Live life to the fullest,” etc.). Rather, authors 
are presenting complex worldviews and methods of navigating that world. 

Example: F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby portrays a fallen, materialistic world wherein attempts to 
purchase the idealized past only hasten one’s downfall. The characters who fare best in this world are those who 
can closely observe the lives of the rich without yearning to belong to their circle. 
Example: Zeeb Zooble’s epic novel depicts a world of wonder, inspiration, and intrigue for those willing to search 
for magic in the ordinary. Those who do not seek, however, remain trapped in mediocrity, ever haunted by a vague 
sense of dissatisfaction. 


